
Hubballi-Dharwad, Saturday March 17, 2018
Pages 28 Vol 30 No 76 6.00 H* * www.deccanherald.com

Sindhu enters semis
of All England

Study
challenges
‘healthy
but obese’
theory
Cutting Edge P6

Living

It’s a guy
thingPage 16

NEW DELHI: At least a dozen
Opposition parties, including
the Congress and the Left
parties, on Friday pledged
support for no-confidence
motions moved by the TDP
and YSR Congress against
the Narendra Modi-led
government on the issue of
granting of special category
status to Andhra Pradesh.

Lok Sabha Speaker Sumi-
tra Mahajan could not move
ahead with the procedure on
taking up the no-trust motion
moved by the TDP and YSR
Congress on Friday citing din
in the House. YSR Congress
has given a fresh notice for
considering the motion on
Monday.

The motion was passed after
the TDP pulled out of the NDA
government.

The motion, in all probabil-
ityyyt , will be defeated in the Lok
Sabha once it is taken up but
the Opposition does not want
to lose out on the optics sur-
rounding it to pin the BJP-led
NDA down with just a year left
for Lok Sabha elections.

The Modi government has
the support at least 315 MPs,

Shemin Joy

Oppn backs YSR Cong,
TDP no-truuur st move
Andhra parties get support for special status

BENGALURU: Cab services
in Bengaluru will not be
impacted on Monday, as
Bengaluru’s Uber and Ola
drivers have decided not
take part in the strike.

Drivers of cab aggregators
Uber and Ola in major cities
have threatened to go on an
indefinite strike from the mid-
night of March 18 protesting

against the aggregators’ pol-
icies.

“We will not take part in the
strike since earnings are more
important for the drivers,”
Tanveer Pasha, president, Ola,
TaxiForSure and Uber Driv-
ers’ and Owners’ Association
told DH.

It was earlier reported that
the strike is expected to be ob-
served in key cities like Mum-
bai, New Delhi, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Pune.

However, according to Pa-
sha, who has spearheaded ear-
lier campaigns for drivers, said
he doesn’t feel this strike would
yield anyttty hing. “We went on in-
definite strikes earlier as well.

However, they didn’t yield us
any benefit,” he said.

The drivers are protesting
against the slump in their
businesses, which they believe
is the fallout of the policies
adopted by these companies.
According to reports, due to
the slump in business, there
has been a fall of 20% in the
number of cabs running on
these platforms in Mumbai.

Out of 14.15 lakh four-wheel-
ers plying on Bengaluru’s
roads, around 85,000 are es-
timated to be attached to Ola
and Uber. Both companies de-
clined to comment on the issue
when contacted.
DH News Service

No Ola, Uber strike in
Bengaluru on Monday
Drivers in
some metros
call for stir
Furquan Moharkan

MUMBAI: Veteran actor
Irrfan is suffering from neu-
ro-endocrine tumour - and
would be going abroad for
treatment.

The 51-year-old actor took to
Twitter on Friday to announce
his health condition - as he
promised on 5 March - and he
spelt out his future course of
treatment.

“The unexpected makes us
grow, which is what the past
few days have been about.
Learning that I have been di-
agnosed with Neuroendocrine
Tumour as of now has admit-
tedly been difficult, but the love

and strength of
those around
me and that I
found within
me has brought
me to a place of
hope,”the actor
said.

He went on
to add: “The

journey of this is taking me
out of the country, and I re-
quest everyone to continue
sending their wishes. As for
the rumours that were flllf oated
NEURO is not always about
the brain and googling is the
easiest way to do research ;-)

To those who waited for my
words, I hope to be back with
more stories to tell.”

It may be recalled, on March
5, Irrfan, who had acted in
films like The Namesake, The
Darjeeling Limited, the Acad-
emy Award winner Slumdog
Millionaire, Life of Pi, New
York, I Love You, The Amazing
Spider-Man, Jurassic World,
and Inferno, said he was admit-
ted to being diagonsed from
“rare disease”, but, added he
would spell out details once
investigations are done.

“Sometimes you wake up
with a jolt with life shaking you

up. The last fifteen days, my life
has been a suspense story. Lit-
tle had I known that my search
for rare stories would make
me find a rare disease. I have
never given up and have always
fought for my choices and al-
ways will,” the actor said,” he
had then stated.

His condition and hospitali-
sation has kept him away from
the promotions of his upcom-
ing film “Blackmail”, and even
filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj
has postponed the shoot of his
next with him and Deepika
Padukone.
DH News Service

Irrfan diagnosed with rare form of cancer

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Mal-
lya Hospital administration
has launched a probe into the
controversial discharge sum-
mary of Vidwath L, after the
doctor who treated him was
criticised by the HC.

The hospital’s plastic sur-
geon, Dr Anand, had signed
the discharge summary of
Vidwath, who was brutally
thrashed by Mohammed Na-
lapad Haris — son of Shantin-
agar MLA N A Haris — and his

associates in a brawl at Farzi
Cafe in UB Cityyyt .

Hospital CEO Commodore
Indru Wadhwani told DH that
its ethics committee had met
and will investigate the matter.

“Dr Anand is very much part
of the panel of doctors at the
hospital. He’s not being termi-
nated as mentioned in some
media reports. There’s a pro-
cedure in investigating such
matters and the hospital is just
following it,” Wadhwani said.

Mallya Hospital panel to probe
Vidwath’s discharge summary

Irrfan

NEW DELHI: Farmers’ suicides
rose by 32% in Karnataka in
2016 over the previous year,
Union Agriculture Minister
Radhamohan Singh told Par-
liament on Friday.

Singh, quoting from pro-
visional data gathered by the
National Crime Records Bu-
reau, said the farm sector in
Karnataka witnessed 2,079
suicides in 2016 as against the
1,569 in 2015.

Of the 2,079 suicides, 861
were agricultural labourers
while 1212 were farmers/cul-
tivators, according to the data
submitted by the agriculture
minister in the Rajya Sabha.

The trend in Karnataka was

in contrast with the national
statistics which indicated to a
nearly 10% decline in suicides
in the farm sector.

“The number of suicide by
farmers and agricultural la-
bourers during 2016 has come
down from 12602 to 11370 ap-
proximately by 9.77%,” Singh
said in reply to a question put
by Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Raut.

Maharashtra tops
The maximum numbers of su-
icides in the farm sector were
reported from Maharashtra.
In 2016, the state witnessed
3661 suicides – 1111 by farm
labourers and 2550 by farm-

ers and cultivators as against
the 4291 suicides witnessed
in 2015.

Madhya Pradesh ranked
third with 1321 persons from
the farm sector resorting to su-
icide in 2016 as against 1290 in
2015. Of the 1321 committing
suicide, 722 were farm labour-
ers and 599 were farmers and
cultivators. In 2015, 709 farm
labourers and 581 farmers or
cultivators committed suicide.

In Andhra Pradesh, of the
804 suicides reported in the
farm sector in 2016, 565 were
agricultural labourers and 239
were farmers or cultivators.
This is a decline from the 916
suicides reported in 2015.

The NCRB publishes a re-
port on Accidental Deaths and
Suicides in India (ADSI) every
year. However, it is yet to pub-
lish the ADSI report for the
year 2016 and had provided
“provisional data” to Parlia-
ment.

As per NCRB report of 2015,
‘bankruptcy or indebtedness’
and ‘farming related issues’
were reported as major caus-
es of suicides among farmers/
cultivators.

Since 2014, the NCRB has
divided suicides in the agri-
culture sector in two catego-
ries – farmers and agricultural
labourers.
DH News Service

Farmers’ suicides rise 32% in Karnataka
in 2016, Centre tells Parliament

including 18 from Shiv Sena,
in a House of 545. BJP alone
has 274 MPs, two more than
the half-way mark.

Though the TDP had on
Thursday announced its sup-
port to YSR Congress’ no-con-
fidence motion, it changed its
stand on Friday morning soon
after its chief N Chandrababu
Naidu announced the decision
to withdraw support to NDA

and filed a separate motion.
The reason they claimed was
that they do not trust the Y S Ja-
ganmohan Reddy-led partyyyt , as
they were found hobnobbing
with the BJP.

Another party from the re-
gion, TRS, refused to join the
bandwagon, saying both the
parties were playing politics
and they would not support
the motion though they were

in support of the demand for
Andhra Pradesh’s special sta-
tus.

“We have no confidence in
their (YSR Congress) motion,
so we have decided to go on our
own. If it is not up taken due to
lack of time today, on Monday
we will get signatures from 54
MPs from other parties and
push for a no-confidence mo-
tion,” TDP Rajya Sabha MP C
M Ramesh said.

The motion can be accepted
only if it has the support of at
least 50 members in the House
and they would need support
from other parties as the TDP
has just 16 and YSR Congress
nine MPs in the Lok Sabha.

Leaders from the Con-
gress, Trinamool Congress,
Samajwadi Party, BSP, NCP,
CPM, CPI, RJD, RSP, Muslim
League and AIMIM among
others said they would support
the motion. Parties like Ker-
ala Congress (Mani), National
Conference, AIDUF and other
smaller opposition parties are
also expected to join them.

AIADMK, which is agitat-
ing over the setting up of the
Cauvery Management Board
in Parliament, however, said it
has not taken a decision so far.
Related reports, Page 8

TDP member N Sivaprasad with other party leaders raises
slogans demanding special status for Andhra Pradesh
during the budget session of Parliament in New Delhi on
Monday. PTI

Under water

Vehicles ply on a water-logged road in Chamara-
janagar after heavy rain on Friday. DH PHOTO

In brief

Punjabi pop singer Daler
Mehndi was convicted on
Friday by a court in Patiala
in Punjab in case of human
trafficking that dates back to
2003, reports DHNS.

Soon after he was convict-
ed of the charges, Mehndi
was granted bail by the
court to appeal before the
higher court.
Details on Page 9

Cong: Moily tweet
row mischief
A day after senior Congress
leader M Veerappa Moily
created row over a tweet
suggesting money plays a
role in his party deciding
who gets the party ticket for
the upcoming elections in
Karnataka, senior Congress
leaders rushed to control
the damage saying it was
mischief.
Details on Page 5

Old commercial
vehicles face ban
The Centre has decided to
cap the life of commercial
vehicles such as taxis, trucks
and buses to 20 years.

However there will be no
age limit for private vehicles.
This means commercial
vehicles that were registered
before 2000, cannot ply on
road from April end, 2020
while private vehicles will be
allowed.

Daler Mehndi
convicted
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