Docs believe decriminalising suicide attempt will help

‘We can finally care for those
who have attempted suicide’

The govt agreed with the recommendation but suggested that it should be made
compulsory to report attempt to commit suicide to an authorised officer
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octors can finally
give promptand
unfettered careto
thosewhohaveat-
tempted suicide,
after India dropped attempted
suicide fromalist of crimes
punishable by prison.

“Moreover, with this
move, caregiving will alsoim-
provein hospitals. Asof now,
assoon asthe patienthasbeen
broughtto the hospital, heis
caughtinalegal tangle be-
cause of which care may get
delayed.

Anotherarea where it will
havea positiveimpactisre-
cording theincidenceand the
cause of suicides. Right now,
mostof theinformationis
documented fromalegaland
criminal perspective because
of which therecordslackqual-
ity. Decriminalising suicide
willbeasolution toall these
existingbarriers,” said Dr G
Gururaj, Professorand Head
of Department of Epidemiol-
ogy, Nimhans.

The governmentinformed
parliamentofitsdecisionina
written reply from the home
ministry on Wednesday, say-
ingitwasactingonarecom-
mendation of the Law Com-
mission.

The government panel for
legal reform had deemed the
suicide law “anachronistic”
and “undesirable” ina 2008
report.

"The Law Commission of
India, inits 210th Report, had
recommended that Section
309 [attempt to commit sui-
cide] of IPCneeds tobe effaced
from the statute book," Minis-

WEETS @BangaloreMirror

BM story that shook the city

ter of State for Home Affairs
Haribhai Parthibhai Chaud-
harysaidinawrittenreplytoa
questionin the RajyaSabha.
"Aslaw and orderis the
state subject, views of states/
UTswererequested on therec-
ommendations of the Law
Commission," the minister

said. Asmany as “18 statesand
four Union Territory Adminis-
trations have supported that
Section 309 of IPC may be de-
leted”, the minister said.

Among the states oppos-
ingthedeletion, Bihar hassaid
thatthesection should notbe
omitted as these days thereare
suicide bombers who failin
theirattempt toblow them-
selvesup and other terrorists
who consume cyanide pills
with theintention towipe out
evidence.

Bihar, instead, said that
thesection should be mod-
ified. There should be a sep-
aratelegislation in case of peo-
plewhoaresuffering from
such typesof disease which
makes them attempt to take
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theirlife. Madhya Pradesh
said deleting Section 309 will
alsodilute Section 306 (abet-
mentofsuicide).

Sikkim said repeal of the
section may create problems
forthe state where suicideis
beingattempted by a public
personin pursuance of a pro-
fessed public cause.

The Delhi government
agreed with therecommenda-
tion of the Law Commission
butsuggested thatitshould be
made compulsory toreport at-
tempttocommitsuicide to
authorised officer orauthor-
ised hospital and compulsory
medical treatmentin special
medical institutes should be
madeavailable.

“Therecommendation

according to WHO

was made quite awhile ago by
themedical fraternity as sui-
cideisnotconsidered a puni-
shable offencein mosthigh
income countries,” said Dr
Gururaj.

“Therecommendation
wastakenintoaccountandit
wasdecriminalised forashort
timein 1997 but then brought
backagain. Itisdefinitelya
positivemove asaperson who
hasattempted suicide always
goes through mental trauma
and distress. Puttinghim/her
through legal proceedingsisa
hassle which could further ag-
gravate hismentalillness,” he
added.
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