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Road safety in South India a cause for worry

Five states account for nearly half of accidents in the country, shows recent report published by NIMHANS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
g mgmp_s:

FIVE south Indian states — Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, And-
hra Pradesh and Maharashtra
— together account for 46.8 per
cent of accidents in the country
This is indeed huge compared to
the land area of the remaining 23
states.

Spurced from various govern-
ment and independent, national
and international reports and
studies, NIMHANS, in collabora.
tion with safety science company
UL, on Friday released a sum-
mary report on road accidents to
serve as a ready reckoner

“This indicates that the South
Indian states have expanding in-
frastructure. But this doesn't
mean there are more roads or
poorer roads here. It means there
is increased motorisation and
hence focus should be on road
safety practices," said Dr G Guru-
raj, HOD, Epidemiology,
NIMHANS.

A large number of accidents
and deaths ocour on rural roads
(that include most of the national
and state highways) where road
gafoty is yot to gain importance,
Indian highways account for a
4.84 per cent of the total read
length but contribute to half of
road accidents and 63 per cent of
road deaths in India, the report
said.,

“Based on the summary of
available data from Indian stud-
ies, it can be concluded that pe-
destrians, two-wheeler riders/

pillions and cyclists account for
nearly 80 per cent of road deaths
and injuries, which is in contrast
to official reports due to fallacies
in reporting practices,” the re-
port said.

A few studies conductad in In-
dia indicate that the number of
deaths is likely to be higher by
nearly 20 per cent while serious
injuries are underreported by
more than 50 per cent in official
reports. As per national reports,
only 22.1 per cent of aceidants
and 11.3 per cent of road deaths
occurred in the five crore-plus
cities in India in 2015 (Ministry
of Road Transport and High-
ways, 2015).

Very few injured and seriously
affected persons receive adequate
trauma care and situation is
worse in rural India. All severely
injured, half of moderately in-

Visitors view the road safety reparts at NIMHANS an Friday | nasARAI sapexaL

jured and at least 10 per cent of
the mildly injured will have life-
long disabilities.

Gururaj said, “Around a month
back, the reporting mechanism
was changed, The focus has to
shift from impacting vehicle to
‘who is impacted'”

“Refore the law on helmets was
introduced in 2006, less than 10
per cent wers wearing helmets,
which has now increased sub-
stantially” he said. He also advo-
cated for full face helmets.

This Indicates that South
B Indian states have
expanding Infrastructure.

But this doesn*t mean there
Ara mora roads or poorer
roads here. [t means thera Is
Increased motorisation

Dr G Gururaj, HOD, Epidemiclogy,
NIMHANS

Two-wheeler riders at

high risk in Karnataka
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KARNATAEA accounted for 8 per cent
of road accidents in India, seven per
cent of road deaths and 11 per cent in-
juries. Of the reported fatalities, 40 per
cent involved two-wheelers, 13pe four
wheelers and 11pc were pedestrians,
Reporting mechanisms should shift
their focus to the victim rather than the
driver, experts said. What needs to be
done is to establish a lead road safety
agency; notify legislations on helmets,
seat belts, drinking and driving, speed-
ing, and use of cell phones; establish a
dedicated road safety fund; mandate
road safety audits for new and existing
roads; create a Motor Vehicle Accident
Fund; standardise, repulate and enforce
vehicle safety requirements, they said.
“Since road safety is the shared re-
sponsibility of nearly 15-20 different
ministries, implementing road safety
programimes requires well-coordinated
and integrated approaches at both na-
tional and state levels,” said the report
titled, ‘Advancing Road Safety in India
— Implementation is the key'.
“Observational studies undertaken
by WHO Collaboration Centre at NIM-
HANS have revealed that use of hel-
mets and seat belts is more prominent
wherever there is police presence. So
manpower should be increased. They
are also controlled when checks are car-
ried out in a visible manner,” said Dr
Gururaj G, who anchored the study.
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Accidents: K'taka 2nd
In south, says survey

BENCALURU: As many as
1.75 lakh people died in
road accidents in 2015 in in-
dia while about 52.5 lakh
were hospitalised, according
1o a report on road safety re-
leased on Friday at the Na-
tional Institute of Mental
Health and Neurosciences
(Nimhans).

Prepared by Nimhans and
American Safety Certification
Company UL, the report shows
that the maximum number of
accidents took place in Uttar
Fradesh whereas Karnataka
ranked fourth in the list, In
South India, Tamil Nadu

ranked first whereas Karnataka
stood second. Andhra Pradesh
and Kerala were in the third
and fourth positions respective-
b,

The report entitled ‘Advanc-
ing Road Safety in India: Imple-
mentation is the Key' was re- |
leased by Transport Minister
R Ramalinga Reddy to mark
the Fourth UN Global Road
Safety Weelc.

Reddy said people's attitudes
hadto change, “Rules are there
even in the Constinution but im-
plementation is important. Peo-
ple should also abey the rules.”
DH Mews Service [
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BENGALURU: As many as
1.75 lakh people died in
road accidents in 2015 in In-
diawhile about 52.5 lakh
were hospitalised, according
toareport on road safety re-
leased on Friday at the Na-
tional Institute of Mental
Health and Meurosciences
(Nimhans).

Prepared by Nimhans and
American Safety Certification
Company UL, the reportshows
that the maximum number of
accidents took place in Uttar
Pradesh whereas Karnataka
ranked fourth in the list. In
South India, Tamil Nadu

ranked firstwhereas Karmatale
stoed second. Andhra Pradesh
and Kerala were in the thied
and fourth positions Tespective-
Iv.

The report entitled ‘Advane- |
ing Rowd Safetyin India: Imple-
mentation is the Key' was re-
leased by Transport Minister |
R Ramalinga Reddy to mark
the Fourth UN Global Road |
Safety Week,

Reddysaid people’s attinudes
hadtochange. “Rules are there |
evenin the Constinugion but im-
plementation is important. Peq-
ple should also obey the rules.”
DH MNews Service |



‘Better roads, safer vehic
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The State has nothing to be
proud of when it comes to
road safetv as the latest
analytical report released
by UL and WIMHANS on
Friday stresses that the
State ranks second in
terms of road traffic acei-
dents and fourth in terms
of road deaths. Highest
number of deaths in vear
2015 was reported from the

states of Uttar Pradesh
(184073,  Tamil Madu
(156421, Maharashtra

(13666), Karnataka (10857)
and Rajasthan (10510,

The latest official figures
on the road accident cases
in the State reveal 10856
road deaths in 2015, howey-
er, the real numbers are
20% more. "There is avail-
able research evidence
which states that of the
road deaths reported, real
numbers are 20% more and

es, alert drivers can he

State Transport Minister R Ramalinga Reddy (Centre) unveiling the national level
research report on road traffic titled ‘Advancing Road Safety in India: Implementation is
the Kev' in Bengaluru on Friday

henee the real number for
the State could be pinned at
13,028," reveals Dr G
Gururaj, Head of WHO CC
and Centre for public
Health at NIMHANS and
the author of national road
safety report also high-
lights that NIMHANS wit-
nesses some B ocases of

seviere road traffic accident
cases, The report also
revealed that 390,840 seri-
ons road accident injuries
and 9,11,960 major injuries
all of which gounreported.
The five southern Indian
states of Karnataka, Tamil
Madu, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra

together accounted for
46.8% of aceidents,

On Friday, to mark the
Fourth  United Nations
Global Road Safety Week
(May 8- 14),UL. a global
safety zcience leader and
Mational
Mental Health and Neuro
Sciences (MIMHAMNS)

Institute  of

Road Aceidents 8.7%
Road Deaths 7.4%
Injuries in India 1.4%
Road Deaths

(2011-15) 48763
Road Deaths

{2015) 10856
released an  exhaustive
analvtical study  titled

‘Advancing Road Safety in
India: Implementation s
the kKey' which could be
nsad ag a reference docu-
ment to aid multiple stake-
holders in developing com-
prehensive mechanisms to
address the road safety cri-
sis eurrently afflicting the
country, the pan-Indian
study delves into the acei
dent data sourced from
various government and
independent, national and
international reportz and
studies, It also offers a
state wise perspective to

p reduce accidents

’

STATES WITH HIGHEST §

DEATH TOLL

21,199

Littar Pradesh

18,770

Tamll Nadu

15,854

Maharashtra

indicate differential bur-
den of road traffic inci-
dents.  Speaking  about
reducing  deaths, Dr
Gururaj adds, "if the five
pillars of safety namely,
road safety managoment,
safer road infrastructure,
zafer vehicles, safer road
users and post crash care

systems  then we can
reduce deaths by
A0 YA e,



City’s road crash mortality rate above national average

Experts hold that this number can be brought down only by instilling respect for road safety rules in the people

STAFF REPORTER
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The city has a lot of ground o
cover to reduce deaths by
road accidents. In 2015, the
road crash mortality rate in
Bengaluru was 14 per 1 lakh
population, which was higher
than the national average of 12
per 1 lakh population, accord-
ing to a study released on Fri-
day. The major challenge is in-
stilling respect for road safety
rules, experts said.

The ‘Advancing Road Satety
in India: Implementation is
Key® report was authored by
. Guriraj and Gautham M.5,
of the National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuros-
clences (NIMHANS) in collal-
oration with UL, a global inde-
pendent  safely  science
company. 11 carries data from
the National Crime Records
Burean (KCRE} as well 25 sev-
eral published and unpub-
lished surveys, and studies
carried out across the country
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to present 4 complete picture
of the road safety scenario.
People in the 2534 age

group are at maximum risk of

dying in road accidents, but
the number of deaths begins
to rise from the 14-15 age

group. “Many students buy
bikes when they join college.

They can be taught road
safely in college,” suggests
R.A. Venkitachalam, wvice-

president, Public Safety Mis-
siomn, UL [ndia.

Another issue highlighted
is ‘where people dig, to im-
prove response sysiems. In
Bengaluru, :E:? 40% of
deaths oecur at or near crash
sites. Another 20% occur in
transit to a hospital; nearly
half the victims die in hospital
or later. The report recorms
mends strengthening pre-hos-
pital systems, focusing on
frauma care at the site,

Improving data gathering

Data gathering is still at a
basic stage, as methods em-
ploved by the NCREB o not ac-
curately reflect the state of ac-
cidents and their victims, a
new study has claimed. “For
example, in NCRB data, acci-
dents related to pedestrians,
muotorists on two-wheeler and
people on bicycles are under-
reported, The data looks at ac-
cidents in terms of vehicles in-
volved and not the victims,”
said G. Gururaj, one of the au-
thors of the study.
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In Karnataka, which
ranked second in number
of road accidents and
fourth in number of
fatalities in road
accidents in 2015, there is
an immediate need for
adoption of road safety
rules by motorists,
Transport Minister
Ramalinga Reddy said.

‘No implementation”
Read accidents are on
the rise in the State
contrary (o its objective
of reducing them by 50%
{from 2000 figures) by
2020, “We have rules but
implementation is

cidents

lagging due ta lack of
support from matorists.
People must understand
that the government
frames safety rules to
help motorists and not
cause trouble.”

He expects the Motor
Vehicle Amendment Bill,
pending before the Rajya
Zabha, 10 be
instrumental in bringing
down the number of
accidents.

The report
recommends
establishment of a lead
road safety agency at the
Mational and State levels
(hat would be supported
with a road safery action
plan.



